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2.7 Fostering Academic Excellence: Research Funding and Student
Support Initiatives at Kumaun University

Kumaun University consistently demonstrates its unwavering commitment to academic excellence and holistic development
through substantial investments in research funding and student support initiatives. Under the leadership of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Diwan S. Rawat, the university has disbursed Rs.l1.25 crore in internal research funding, directly benefiting 65 faculty
members across diverse disciplines.This financial support not only advances innovative research but also fosters a culture of
intellectual inquiry, collaboration, and growth within the institution, aligning with Prof. Rawat’s vision for academic
empowerment.

In addition to enhancing faculty research capabilities, Kumaun University places a strong emphasis on supporting student
academic development. A total of 35 students received Rs. 88,000 in funding, enabling them to participate in conferences,
present their research, engage with global peers, and gain invaluable exposure to the academic community. This initiative
reflects the university’s ongoing efforts to provide students with opportunities to expand their knowledge, gain professional
experience,and build networks within their respective fields

All such initiatives reflect Kumaun University’s commitment to nurturing talent,fostering academic engagement,and preparing
its students and faculty to meet future challenges.



1.5 Vice Chancellor and Senior Professors appointed as Members

of Subject Expert Committee

In a significant development, the Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India, Wﬁlﬁﬂ?‘fﬁwa
has appointed Prof. Diwan S. Rawat,Vice Chancellor of Kumaun University,and Dr. Santosh e
Kumar; Senior Professor, as members of the Subject Expert Committee under the FIST
(Fund for Improving Science and Technology Infrastructure in Universities and Other Higher
Education Institutions) programme.
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The FIST programme, launched in 2000-2001, addresses the critical need for enhancing
infrastructure in postgraduate teaching and research in higher education institutions.While
some institutions have made strides in this area, many still require robust support to
strengthen their teaching and research capabilities in basic equipment, networking and
ies,infrastructure management,and advanced research facilities.
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As committee members, Prof. Rawat and Dr. Kumar will play key roles in evaluating i e, o
proposals and guiding the allocation of funds, which are offered competitively under an & w5750 SN Em s

annual invitation-based system. Support is provided for a 5-year period, with funding limits set at three . “’Eﬁmﬁaﬂ

operational levels. The appointment underscores Kumaun University's growing influence in national ., ..~ i'":, Ii’m‘

academic and research policymaking. Prof. Rawat and Dr. Kumar's inclusion in this prestigious committee (h Piieain
=

highlights their expertise and commitment to advancing science and technology infrastructure in India. ) L]

Prof.N.G.Sahoo has also been selected as a member of the Department of Science and Technology (DST) @ = 200 * 2
to evaluate proposal under the Women in Science and Engineering (WISE)-Societal Challenges with = =i i sie o
Opportunities (SCOPE) Fellowship Programme of the WISE-KIRAN Division. He has been recognized as
an esteemed member of the Subject Expert Committee for the Energy, Waste, and Water Management &% % & e
(EWWM) theme area. This programme provides various opportunities for women scientists and
technologists who are currently unemployed or have taken a career break, enabling them to return to
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1.6 Kumaun University gets Rs 100 crore grant from Ministry R v & P 8 €1

of Education, Government of India

In 2 major boost to higher education, the Ministry of Education has launched the Pradhan
Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-USHA) to strengthen the educational ecosystem of
the nation. This year, 26 universities across India have been awarded financial assistance
totaling T100 crore each to enhance their educational infrastructure, research capabilities,
and innovation. Kumaun University, Uttarakhand, has been selected under the Muiltiple
Disciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERU) category to receive this
prestigious grant.The funds will be utilized to upgrade existing infrastructure, new centers
like Center for Sustainable Urban Development, Center for Professional Development and
Entrepreneurship, Center for Non-Conventional Energy Study, Center for Disaster
Management, Center for Advanced Computing, Center for Excellence in Medicinal Plants
andWellness Lifestyle, Central Instrumentation Center will be established.
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4. MoU for Research and Educational activities

4.1 Kumaun University signed a contract with Rockhill Agrotech Private

Limited to promote research.

Kumaun University has signed an MoU with agriculture-based
company Rockhill Agrotech Private Limited to advance research
on medicinal and aromatic plants.The collaboration will facilitate
the provision of chemical and biological samples to the Center
for Excellence in Himalayan Medicinal Plants and Nano
Technology,along with related departments.

The agreement was signed by Kumaun University Registrar and
Rockhill Agrotech CEO Ajay Pal Singh Panwar in the presence of
Vice Chancellor Prof. Diwan Singh Rawat and former scientist
Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh Rawat. The Regional Development
Institute in Kirti Nagar, Tehri Garhwal, has initiated commerecial
cultivation of these plants, which could revolutionize mountain
agriculture through focused development and value addition.
Vice Chancellor Prof. Rawat highlighted that this partnership
will enhance research in university while contributing to the life
and livelihood of Uttarakhand's people.
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4.2 Kumaun University signed MoU with Korea Institute of Science and

Technology (KIST)South Korea

An agreement has been signed between Professor Rajendra Singh
Nano Science and Nano Technology Center, Department of
Chemistry, Kumaun University and Korea Institute of Science and
Technology (KIST)South Korea. Professor Nand Gopal Sahoo of
the Department of Chemistry said that the objective of this
agreement is to find innovative solutions in nano science and nano
technology with focus on recyclable materials and platforms.

Its main objectives are to facilitate the exchange of scholars,
researchers and students between Kumaun University and KIST,
to promote inter-cultural learning environment and encourage
sharing of expertise. Under the contract, an agreement has been
made on recyclable air mobility materials and platform. Registrar
and Director, RDC and In-charge, Nano Science and Nano
Technology Center of Kumaun University Prof. NG Sahoo and Dr.
Yong Chae Jung, Director General of Convergence Research
Center for Recyclable Air Mobility, Materials and Platform of KIST
were present in the bilateral agreement signing.
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4.3 Kumaun University signed MoU with New York (USA) based company

Charge CCCV (C4V)

Charge CCCV (C4V),a New York (USA) based
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company specializing in high-energy-power and
long-life lithium-ion batteries, signed MoU with m m ﬁﬁ $ B'HT Em- a] ” mﬁ-{q

Kumaun University on research, educational
and developmental programs. During the MoU
signing ceremony on January 19, 2024, Dr.
Shailesh Upreti, CEO and Founder of C4V and
Registrar of Kumaun University signed this MoU
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to establish strong collaboration between the

two institutions.

Under this MoU, C4V will provide a fellowship of Rs 8 lakh per year for four years to a student of Kumaun University who is
interested in pursuing PhD from State University of New York.C4V will sponsor PhD fellowship of Rs 8000 per month to two
PhD students of Chemistry or Physics department for the next three years. Along with this, C4V will provide fellowship of Rs
5000 per year for three years to three economically weak but meritorious students.

4.4 Kumaun ersity signed MoU with Crystal Crop Protection Limited

Crystal Crop Protection Limited has taken the responsibility of bearing the tuition fees of ten meritorious girl students of
Kumaun University with the aim of providing them quality education and opportunities. Along with this, Crystal Crop
Protection Limited will also offer internship to the students of Kumaun University and the students who perform well in the
internship will be offered jobs by the company. The CEO and founder of Crystal Crop Protection Limited, visionary
industrialist Shri Nand Kishore Agarwal handed over a letter on behalf of the company to the Vice Chancellor of Kumaun
University, Prof. Diwan S.Rawat.

4.5 Kumaun University signed MoU with Central Himalayan
Environment Association (CHEA)

Kumaun University signed MoU with Central Himalayan Environment T g e s ol g
Association, Uttarakhand for mutual partnership in research,
development work and academic cooperation in Himalayan regions. This EI q RIEI Wm aﬂt{ W

agreement was signed by Registrar and Central Himalayan Environment

Association General Secretary.

On this occasion, Vice Chancellor of Kumaun University Prof. Diwan S
Rawat said that there is a lot of potential for development in Himalayan
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4.6 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between ICAR-Vivekanand
Parvatiya Krishi AnusandhanSansthan, Almora and Kumaun University, Nainital

Kumaun University, Nainital, and ICAR-Vivekanand Parvatiya Krishi sgEiTLa -tk uww o gfafa & wed @m@
Anusandhan Sansthan (ICAR-VPKAS),Almora, have signed a Memorandum m s
of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen mutual cooperation in research,
training, and academic activities. The agreement was signed by Kumaun
University's Registrar, and ICAR-VPKAS Director, Dr. Laxmi Kant, in the
presence ofVice Chancellor Prof. Diwan S.Rawat.

This MoU aims towards collaboration between ICAR-VPKAS scientists and
Kumaun University's agricultural faculty for joint research, resource sharing,
and capacity building. Both institutions will conduct collaborative academic

programs, training sessions,and seminars, while also facilitating faculty and scientist exchanges. Research outcomes, including
joint publications, will credit contributors from both organizations.

4.7 Kumaun University Partners with University of Geor,

Kumaun University has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
University of Georgia, USA, to jointly study the behavior of the Indian
summer monsoon. The agreement was signed by Dr. Rajeev Upadhyaya,
Professor of Geology, Kumaun University, and Dr. David F Porinju,
Professor of Geography, University of Georgia, under a research project
funded by the National Science Foundation, USA. In September, faculty |&: = == sem=n s Zo0 s o s ot
members and research scholars from the University of Georgia will visit | == 77 F:«'-:J-T*"-E"u_‘-'"-:‘ e et e e e
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Prof. Rajeev Upadhyay explained the significance of the Indian summer
monsoon, which typically occurs from June to September, bringing crucial
rainfall to India and SoutheastAsia. Highlighting its unpredictable nature due to climate change, he emphasized the importance
of such studies in understanding monsoon dynamics and mitigating potential impacts on the region's environment and
agriculture.

Prof.Rawat emphasized the need for effective measures on both domestic and international fronts to stabilize India's climate
patterns, acknowledging the interconnected nature of the global environment. Expressing confidence in the partnership, he
stated, “This joint research work of Kumaun University and the University of Georgia will prove to be a milestone in
understanding and addressing these challenges.”

4.8 MOU between Kumaun University and IIT Roorkee for mutual partnership

and cooperation in research, training and academic activities

MOU has been signed between Kumaun University and Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee for mutual partnership and
cooperation in research, training and academic activities. This MOU was signed in the presence ofVice Chancellor of Kumaun
University, Nainital, Prof. Diwan S Rawat and Director of Indian Institute of Technology,Roorkee, Prof. Kamal Kishore Pant.

The primary objectives of the MOU are to strengthen cooperation in the field of academic projects, research, skill
development and technology. The MoU includes sharing of laboratory resources and scientific equipment required for
programmes of common interest as mutually agreed upon, development of training programmes for faculty and staff of




4.10 Kumaun University partners with the American

Chemical Society . e i T ) S
Kumaun University has tied up with American Chemical Society to provide internship, career mzz&ll@? zfamre
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